Learner's Diary - Introductory Remarks


Why and How to Keep a Learner's Diary

What is a Learner's diary?

A learner's diary is not a different form of notebook to do your homework in but a means of not to lose the thread during lessons and while working on your own. You are to jot down notes on which new contents you have worked on or learned in class. Besides you ought to explain how you want to structure your way of working when doing more complex projects such as group assignments, projects and (term) papers.

The learner's diaries will be controlled regularly by your teacher and will be one criterion for your grading at the end of each term. Special emphasis will be put on your description of your process of learning (i.e. your planning of ways to solve the problems/do the tasks and writing down questions about the subject).

Of course, it is also the outward form (cleanliness, clarity of structure, completeness of entries) that will be taken into consideration.

Purpose of a Learner's Diary

The learner's diary can help you to reflect on and evaluate your own process of learning by closely following and documenting it. Thus it contributes to a growing self-awareness in your role of a learner. Reflecting the study skills employed as well as your own role during lessons add to a better self-evaluation and also document your progress in learning.

How to Set up a Learner's Diary

(1) Either copy the form onto a sheet of A4 paper,

or key it into a computer and then print out several copies,

or photocopy the form,

or use your own way of presenting the diary in a notebook.

(2) At the end of each lesson - preferably - or on the same day at home before doing your homework you ought to make your entries in your learner's diary.

(3) It is advisable do use different colours, e.g. for new contents, questions still unanswered or problems still unsolved or planning your further way of working.

Items to Be Mentioned

In your entries, some of the following items/topics should be dealt with:

· contents

· What was the topic of the lesson? What could you learn? (Don't forget the date)

· Did you have previous knowledge of (some aspects of) the subject?

· Have new terms (vocabulary) or concepts/ideas been introduced? What is the connection between those and terms/concepts/ideas you already know? Try to draw a mindmap.

· Is there anything that is still unclear? If so, put into writing a question you want to ask your fellow pupils or your teacher.

· Were there different ways of solving the problem(s)? Did you have different ideas to solve the problem(s)?

· planning your work

· Try to put the problem/task in your own words.

· Think of a strategy to solve it.

· Which steps do you want to proceed in.

· Can parts of the task be done by different people/groups?

· Do you need additional material (dictionaries, encyclopaedias, books on the subject, computer)?

· If necessary, write down a detailed working plan or a mindmap.

· reflecting your work

· Which problems occurred while you were working on the solution?

· Why weren't you able to get on? Try to put into writing a question you want to ask your fellow pupils.

· Where/When have you learned something of importance for yourself? Have you had a sudden insight?

· Have you reached the aim of this lesson? If not, what was the reason?

· How (intensively) have you taken part in the work of this lesson? Give yourself a grade.

� adapted from Erfahrungen mit Lerntagebüchern im Mathematikunterricht der Sek. II, cf. http://www.learn-line.nrw.de/angebote/selma/foyer/02b_dinslakenproj2.htm
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